
Sikh Youth Arts Competition Instructions  

Welcome to the Sikh Youth Arts Competition! The Sikh Foundation is excited to announce this 

new opportunity for young Sikhs to showcase their artistic abilities while reflecting on Sikh 

values that have profound personal meaning to them. Our aim is to foster creativity, encourage 

deeper engagement with Sikhi, and help our youth establish personal connections to their faith.  

AGE GROUPS: This competition will be open to students from 3 age groups. Each group will 

compete independently from one another and submissions will be compared to other artworks 

submitted within the same age group:  

Age group 1: 4-10 years  

Age group 2: 11-15 years  

Age group 3: 16-21 years  

THEME: The theme of the competition is “Depict a contemporary Sikh figure in a way that 

shows why they inspire you.”  

Important Note: Your artwork should go beyond a portrait. Judges want to understand why this 

person inspires you. Consider showing their actions, accomplishments, values, service, or impact 

on others. The strongest pieces will tell a story or communicate a meaningful idea rather than 

simply showing what the individual looks like.  

In line with fostering deeper discovery of the Sikh religion and community, participants will be 

prompted to explore the lives and contributions of contemporary Sikhs who embody Sikh values 

in today’s world. Through their artwork, students should demonstrate a personal connection to 

the individual they choose and reflect on why that person’s life, achievements, service or impact 

is meaningful to them and connects to Sikhi. Examples include activists, artists, athletes, 

educators, entrepreneurs, community leaders, humanitarians, etc.  

Some ideas of contemporary Sikh figures include: 



● Lilly Singh (comedian, author, and media personality)  

● Ravi Singh (CEO of Khalsa Aid)  

● Rupi Kaur (poet and artist)  

● Ajay Banga (President of the World Bank)   

● Waris Ahluwalia (actor and designer)  

● Vishavjit Singh (founder of Sikhtoons and educator)  

Keep in mind that this is not an exhaustive list, and students are encouraged to choose any figure 

who inspires them. The focus of this competition is on public figures rather than personal 

connections such as family members, friends, teachers, or local community members.  

AWARDS: The top three submissions from each age group will receive a prize for their hard 

work and commitment. The rewards are as followed:  

$200 for first place, $100 for second place, $50 for third place  

To be eligible for prize money, participants must be residents of the United States or Canada. We 

warmly welcome outside submissions, however only U.S. and Canadian residents may receive 

cash prizes. In addition to these prizes, each winner will be recognized on our website and social 

media. Awards will be announced in September.   

SUBMISSIONS: Students have the liberty to either create their artwork digitally or scan and 

upload an image of their artwork. Either way, each artwork should be original and of the students 

own imagination and creation. Submissions must be uploaded as either PDF or JPG/JPEG files.  

Acceptable artworks include drawings, paintings, murals, short animations, collages, and 

sculptures. We are quite lenient with different submission types, so if you are interested in 

submitting an artwork that does not fall into one of these categories, please reach out!  

Submissions open on June 5th and run until August 31st (midnight). Please use this link to 

submit your artwork: https://forms.gle/rkvWsJAJAJzb8Vqn8.  

AI USAGE POLICY: AI may be used for inspiration and brainstorming, but submitted artwork must 



be the participant’s own original creation. Fully AI-generated artwork will be disqualified. 

JUDGING: Each submission will be evaluated using this rubric:  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TMvp2I3Z9zEmzNy6CpwJaQ3MiLh19QJu/view?usp=drive_lin 

k. Remember that pieces will be evaluated based on other submissions from the same age group, 

so don’t feel too overwhelmed!  

If you have any questions or need further clarification please contact us at 
info@sikhfoundation.org.  

We look forward to celebrating your artistic achievements and seeing what our youth comes up 

with. Let your creativity shine and show us how Sikh values influence your life. Good luck!  

 

www.sikhfoundation.org 


